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Effect of Microstructure and Impurity Element on Fracture Toughness

of Ti-6 Al-4 V Alloy

Takao Horiva, Hirowo G. SUuzUKI and Teruo KisHI

Synopsis :

The influence of hot working and heat treatment conditions, impurity elements and test temperature on
the fracture toughness of Ti-6Al1-4V alloy was systematically examined. The fracture mechanism of this
alloy was also discussed on the result of the detail observation of cracking behavior at the notch-tip of
COD test specimens unloaded prior to the maximum load.

At 0°C, microstructure has a more influence on the strength-toughness relationship than impurity
content. The B treated specimens with acicular microstructure show a better strength-toughness combina-
tion than a+ 0 treated specimenes with equiaxed microstructure at any strength level.

At —196°C, the impurity content has a great influence on the strength-toughness relationship and speci-
mens with low impurity contents, ELI, have a better strength-toughness combination than those with stan-
dard impurity contents, regardless of their strength.

These tendencies in the strength-toughness relationship are proved to be closely related with both the
occurrence of microcracks and their length at the notch-tip of the specimens before the final unstable

fracture.

It is found that a specimen shows higher fracture toughness, when microcraks are developed at

the notch-tip through void coalescence below the maximum load and their propagation is hindered or dis-
torted by lath-colony boundaries, grain boundaries or phase boundaries.

Key words: titanium base alloy ; fracture
strength-toughness relationship ; microcrack.
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Table 1. Chemical composition of alloys used.
(wt%)
Al \Y% Fe (o} 0 N H
Standard | 6.31 4.29 0.17 0.01 0.14  0.01 0.0082
ELI 6.59 4.13 0.07 0.01 0.05 0.01  0.0071

Table 2. Rolling and heat treatment conditions.
Rolling Heat treatment
o+ f ann. 750°CX1h, AC
A ann. 1050°CX0.5h, AC
(*09;0530) STA *gggzgii b AG
*955°CX1h, WQ
Bi-modal 800°CX1h, WQ
500°CX 24 h, AC
B @+ 3 ann. 750°CX1h, AC
(1150°C) B ann. 1050°CX0.5h, AC
* 920°C (ELI)

mm EOHIZ UM & L 7.
2-2 [ERE - B0IBRH

LEEOWREEIZ a+ £ (950°C) K O° £ (1150
°C) T 13mm E  THEHE L 274, Table 2 iZ/R$ &9
LEEOBME AR L7, o+ BIUEEM X 4 18, £
FEMEHM i 2 O MB % ERi L /2. 4B, ELI HidEHE
&Y B-transus DMK DT, e+ LFEE, o+ 8
Bl B X OB IRLALE 0 £iREE % W@EHM £ D # 30°C K
Tadr.
2-3 HRBRAZE

F o RBR T R B L UBIENM SRR TH 5.
53R AER I AT 6.25 mm, 2K H BEAEAT 25 mm o HHE
SRERF % BV 72, BB 6.7 X 107 %/s & L7, B
mavE BRI, COD HBR%4T>7:. Bt BSI $As o
BS5762 (ZH#EHL L 72, RERH % Fig. 1 1R$. RERA I,
R D YLl 2 & FEEE S NS TE A ICERIL L, YIK & (EERE
FENZEMAIZAN, FRTEZFERTEALL. R
EIZ0°C & —196°C » 2 & L. A—&HfTo
MR LI 1~2 Th D, RABrfk, LML xR
EHE (SEM) 12 X% MlBi%: L It 2 ro 7.

372, PELEBRBIZEL I TOF EHERBOELE
B+ % 7%, COD sKBRF % Fvy, BEWTEATOSME
M (4~5 HBT) £ CRIE AL 721%, B HICBRAT L 72,
ORI EWE 1/4, 1/2 BX O 3/4 pTEnERY)
Wi L, SEM & GEBEMEEE AW CF S Qemil 2 88
L, ®A FRewAfruzsy2 (MHEHE) OFELF
MR, CogE, FERIMEMNRICEAE LK
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L 1

),

NP

I3
-~

B=10mm , W=20mm , L=100mm
S=80mm , Go=10mm

Fig. 1. Configuration of COD test specimen.

& (0.10mm gAY v b) & L7 %P, FHERICE
D, BMYIKEDGELET T EROEE L RN
TALERT & 2R L.

3. ¥ B B R

3.1 SRS

Photo. 1 {2 a+ BJEHEHS, Photo. 2 12 BIEEM DN

BB AT RT. o+ B BEsIH, STA # 3 X U Bi-modal
iz, w¥hd 10~20 um BOIN a EEHR, O

BB OMME (Transformed B 4H) A& HIFEE ICxHio LT
HAZLLTWAD, SRESHM B IV SIEEM D VDLW D
BALBERN X, B RIEEAY 500 um THRIFIC o HHATERD &
NAHEHRMEE L 2o TV . BEIEM D o+ B BESEH I3,
BRIFHY 7 7 CROTERFRAICECET TS, &
7z, BEME ELI MO B Tid, B-transus W& &0
BREOEZEDEVICX DN e HOKE X, FBH-dL
B bEbANE, 13 ACRIUHBSELERT.
3-2 SRS

Fig. 212 0.2% Wh & 7ut 2&408E 2 RT.
0°C o@EHMTIE, STAMOMAO»ERDLEL, RIZ
Bi-modal #f, o+ B BESIM DIE TR T § 5. B LIEH X
WERBITIZE UME 2R L, S X D RR5E MK
V. BALERA & o+ B BESEA O MR 2~ 3 kef/mm®
EbFRTHA.

$7:, ELIMOLE&LEEM L IZFFRCELERL,
WTFhO 7 2 IZBWTH ELI HiZ@EH L0 10
kgf/mm? SHEE AME V.

—196°C Tix, &KL bW H A 0°C X b 50~60%
ERT B, Fo2LMic L B#ER 0°C oRas L3I
F#Thb. T/, ZOBFEL ELI M OMEELEEH
DFN XY HIZ 15~20 kgf/mm? K.
3-3. BEHEEM

Fig. 3 3 &AM OMFE COD fE (LLF COD ) &7
O AEMOBFRERT. £ Fig. 2 TRLZA
MR L T EOEB E R Y. 0°C OBEMTIE, £
SLERA (TR oBMErVFRLE L, S o
UL OMMELRY. BREEELRLZ STAMIE
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Photo. 1. Optical micrographs of a + 8 rolled
specimens subjected to various heat treatments.

20um
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Photo. 2. Optical micrographs
of B rolled specimens subjected
to annealing treatment.
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Fig. 2. Relationship between 0.2% proof stress

and processing conditions for Standard and ELI
grade Ti-6Al1-4V.
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Fig. 3. Effect of processing conditions on COD
value.
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AR R <, RBFZETIEVH W S Bi-modal {LO%)
Biazhiar@#ovshizy. ELIMOBEEIE, wih
DTUELAFHTHLEEMIVEOEEZRYT. 0

g.;t_), re [_:‘\f—‘“,. — O Standard
07f g% ®ELl
005 [~ N S
Eoosf T 8 \"'\‘“@
o » e 6~~~‘
o C@® B treated 0 ©
0.01 | o
0.007 RS SRR syt

i 1
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T 0057 ;1“;-‘ ~~~~ T  ® Eu
::: 003F 4% Par S C@ B treated

0008 125 130 135
0.2%PS (kgt/mm"®)

140 145 150 1556 160

Above : 0°C Below : —196°C
Fig. 4. Relationship between 0.2%PS and fracture
toughness (COD value).
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Fig. 4 13, #E (0.2% W) L MMEOMBEET LD
TRLAELDTHD. MFizid, mido 7ot 245480
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0°C OBE, EAB I oD/ V-T2 T b5,
B WEM DA O S w0 e, @EH, ELIH L b
FTRT—=2DONY FIZEEh, JBEEFIOHIE L THE
EIIEBIET 5. o+ BLESIM® STA ML DA
E - ESTEIERLTVYS EWwbhTWws Bi-modal
MPx, o, THHEi T S AREERFMPFAN TIIFFICE DR
HRO LNV, Ny Fodh TR, @HFHMED S ELI
MOFHRL R WS ENT WS, —F, BMLE% L4t
WHBEOBE 1, @EM, ELIMtE b 2oy FokE
EHIEFRBONY FE2ERT S, Zhid 0°C Tidét
KRB A5 — S DS L D ESENR TV BD 2 L ER
LTWwa.

—H, —196°C OPEH 2O NV RIZBFFons,
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BRI b O T BEM & ELL Mz 2hZh 3o

— 154 —



Ti-6 Al-4 V & OBIESMIC FAT TR S L U o 155

(a+8) rolled

-196°C

Photo. 3. SEM  fractographs at the
notch tip of COD test specimens (Stan-
dard o + g ann.).

NNy FicgGEh, ELIMONY FIl@BEHO Y Fo
LIZRET A, Zhid —196°C T, ELI #45% 2@
EH L ORE - ERHESER TV D L EIRT.

3-4 WEAE

Photo. 3 I20°C T COD IZEDH D/ HBEM D a
+ B BESIAT & B BESIM D IEST T & R AR OB %
R, 0°C T, Fkon4, BmmiFEETHn,
FERETH»SH—% 7 4 ¥ T VBEA RIS H TV
%. Bi-modal #f & STA M O¥HE B I1F & A ETBRDOH
HZRY. —HERRBO%E, WIRREIISEM &%
LSRR, 4 7NVHBHEIR VHW S TFlutes B
.2 B LUEE~ ST A & ANRE L M mim 2
L, =7 IEFRICMMNOKREWER & 2o Tw
5. %7, @, SHRTIOBALTFIHETOWHE
L ABHASAER L R OB I BEE AR &
e,

—196°C Tix, WMERM & b "Flutes; B2 8254
LIS 5 2 & LAE 0°C D354 &3 IZFRIME 2 BT %
AL, REREEOECICLAHAEEDIEE 2BV IR
V.

ELI # 04 b BEEER I EE M OBE & & < [Afk
ORMERL, Lab, —196°C THIMIIKE2EDDH
DI EEM & ELI M OBHEEEDE I ICRO 51
o,

3:5 BEERICLZEREREOI /OBRE

Photo. 4 B X U512 0°C O @HEM O%E#h B X 0¢HIK
MDY G DBREHRE LN TIURT .

I¥, BHoOK»O 1 FMWf i, HE-2Y» 75—

VEAMEH (LUF, COD Bt & #rd) »EML» S Th
BB E (@) FHET, 1~2um BOABRO KL F (&
EIC/RY ) AEIREMEBEFICER L TWE 0005
na, FA FIEIC o HORRE LW a #H& Trans-
formed B AHDBEFENICAER L TV 5. Py (COD Hi#f &
5% A7ty MREDOKHOWE) HE (@) T,
KA FPHREL, HOLBIMLTw5b. REEHIENEL
A (®) TRYRERSB I, DILL TS, L
ML, BITEREBDOOLNT, ZOBHEKRAL FHEEHKL
A CHE B AR ERIEICE2 -2 L ARLTWAS,
—7, OB CEHIKEROS G, COD Hif 5 E
DO T NEHOBMEMNET, RFICKRA FOERHIF
HHND, KA FEER 1~-2um T, HRAKOEE R
FILTRAERPLI A a0 —REYUCER LTS, K
1 FOREBEHABRCISEHHOBALIILALEVES
V. LAL IO, MEN PofhEicesd s, K4 F
DEMFIZED 100 um BEOHR SR (FITER) )
RIEFMEDER L TVBHOHEDSNE. REEWRER
AICRIOIRIISHIERL, BE um OREIIHE
LTwa., Zoii sz, siikiio s 2 oo = -5
FRMF a7 L THEBIKRE (oD, FiEL
2D LTHEY, EFEMHDORECERERT. 0K
iz, ABHOWThoOREIZBWTHFEFKICEDO O
7z, .
DEDFERELD, 0°C OBEMMMEICZEZL D /-5
M ESHIRM TIE, AREBEICES F ToOYIREmED
ALK E LEN DD Z L HPHERTE 2,

Table 3 12, ¥### & ELI #f® 0°C KU —196°C @
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B=10mm
8¢=0.03 mm

Load

Displacement of clip gauge

/o
Pa—y/\ B=1omm

® $=0.06mm
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©)

Load

Displacement of clip gauge

O]

Optical micrographs

BEDBEREY L TRLYE. Table 7> TV i,
YIREMIZKEA FEFPBDOONEE, TCy R A
FOMIZBREBITDLNLLEELRL, ZOTOK
AR YR A A S iR & e £ TOEMREK & OISl
*RT. BRWALER, Pofhitl Pn. ERIO%E 2R
L7, o

Kb THEOR IR CEFEM OFHMMGEOSLEE, B
BLZZLH 2, KA FOAERK - BED S EEALT EHE
WEDTWA., Btz mR L EER OFIREEOY
A3, TNEEBIBEICELRNIHREHZOERIFEOO N
. LAdL, —196°C Tid, sPRM bR a iz R <%
D, fHRM OBIESMEA —196°C THEL KT L
BRE KT

KU ELI M o34, 0°C T sHIRM o AR & Rk

“ EM microgroph

Photo. 4. SEM micrographs at
the notch tip of unloaded equiaxed
Standard specimens tested at 0°C.

®

Photo. 5. SEM and optical
micrographs at the notch tip of
unloaded acicular Standard speci-
mens tested at 0°C

E%

BLTEY, BREWESMECHOERES I, @EMO
BAELDEL O TWS, F725M Ci@EEHOBE

&R0, R EBIERMGITIC BT SRR D O,
BEMHLORREEIE LR E BT 5.
—196°C Tid, H#hbf, SHIRM & b REMHESFET
0°C DAL BHEVHEEEIKAZ DL, —196
C COHMMBAEEM LI DVBEALTVIERL Xn—
T,

PLED S, TR & 502 X APk LR T A,
RECE OBEE L BIEMM O NS v 2DELE, YIRSEH
WRATAHHEEFROFEEBIVTZFORR L, wih
DFBELIEFICL R DB I &AGroT.
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Table 3. Results of SEM examination at the notch
tip of unloaded specimens.

0O°c -196°c
<Pq [=PMax| <Pq |=Pmax
HAOROREONO,

Standard ©

FECIICRORI0)
ELI %ﬁﬁ' @ ~(§)o ® -g
INECICIECEEC
‘=150 [>1000 | ~100 |~500

@ = Microvoids present
© = Microvoids and microcracks present
Numerical numbers show the average length of microcracks (Wm)

4. & =

4-1 BHEWMIEE L YR ERIBOMREZROMRE

Table 3 IR L7 & 12, RESOBBEMAMICE, )
RFEWICERT AP ERIEELEBELRITLTY
%, 6-4 BEOBIERN L FEAREROHREROMG
WDOWTESLY 1, MRS RHOFEEIHIENM % [ b
X, FOTEFRKREVIEIEEBELYMESEL I L ER
LTwa, $£7:, A GysterbH® 13, KEE % HOERAT
FETFEREROEL 2 FHHICEEE L, R ESRTIC
FEBEMIZEA F (Secondary crack) & PR & 2t
HETHIEEHALTWS, 2L T, ERERTED
KA FOBRBAKEL, POEUOEBEN Y 7S Th
ABEBHCHBENEOND LR TV 5.

AFETH, Photo. 4, 5 BXL U Table 3 RN L,
WEERM O RS W EEN ISR S IR & B ASER
Do, HIRKEBOBGIEROERDL Y 7/ THD
72, CHEFIROMEE: —FHTH. T I TESISICHR
SHOAFHEOFEL, MM THPESL X OHERR
EOBRICOWTEEL CKRET 5.

AESOWIEBE L E 2 HI56, FETNEERER
RO 2 HTHAH. 1R, WEERNFMLALSEES, &S
FIEALT % 7-1d Ko MU T CYIR LR 2 O AR 3 A
AL, BEREE um bORIIERTHILTDHA.
oMM ERIE, 0°C OERMMOGES CBE S,
ELI #O%BE& 3 EWMEHM cdRo o 5b. i
L, —196°C O@EEM OSIHMBEOBE T, M &
BeEl@oohiwn,

INODEREIBREEOEE, YREMOBARERIE
SHIRAEE O B A SRR & 0 AR L R Ty, SRR
DRI ESTERT HUHERIH D, EROBEB X
CERBEIIWME, NMWEBLURBRRELZEIZKDE
L EELZITAILERLTVS,

b 14, M EROBEEESAREERER OB
HERUBELRTIETHD. Thid, REEDEE,
L ERIERNIC AR T 5 KA FEERBOMEN X R ORE
¥R &, PEEBREROBIERKIFE—-THS Z L 2R
LTWwh, 2L T, St OWETELGT « ¥ TR
THY, M2 2VOF 1+ v TVHIELEL I L
5, REEOMBNBIEMENE, EERMITKS FEEKE
DEMBIETHHEEZONS.

4-2 EFFEREE CHMHORMG

RKEEOWIELEMBIR L X 256, BERELE
BERTFOBGEYWHEICT A0, D.Munz 59 HRE
LTWwahEH, WEas SRoBERNE (Jc 2
i1 0,) BIXUEREOEBEIHFE (RY—7) X85
CEZDVENH L. KR TRERT — 7 »% <,
Jic (8) BIURI—TOEBMLREBITE 2V,
L L, EBTHLNAAEELE, MHERORKES
S UERENE (RA—TOHEL) & wv) o4 ED
BALIC KD EERT 5,

Fig. 4 o#EFi&, 0°C O F iR T ®EM, ELI
e bEE, SHROMBABOEV P AEICER L BE
¥ RITT L, —196°C TRMBEABOEIIHETI Y, A
MMBOENPKELSEETHILERLTWAS, 0°CT
D% B X ORI O IR 0B & LT 5
&, MEED I TURERIBICRA FOERDEDON
5. KA FOERT AHEAKOMEBEIMECE LT
Wh, LaL, ¥4 FORREFBEEIZIIRE 2BV 252
HHNEV. F7z, SHRMCHMIR & BOER LD A4
WD CODME (=6,) LEMMOEIRVERTHHE, T
b b REERIERL SO COD fE (5,) FiIEFRLT
bh, LHEHIZRTEED Jc (721 6) fEERDT
WETAUEFSHSL. LrL, UEOERERE,»SEH
t, stk & SYIREMICHR EBEI AR T HEFE T
DEBNIZIE, KELREFZVEEESRA., 2T, &
R DGR S BAER LS ClRBo o i n
D EHS, WHED CODENEIZEIC X HOIEIE
W, $¥ bbb, RI—TOHEOZE, FIZNLHEFHD
A (SEESOPEE um LTOERBOE) ToEick
2b0LBbhs. SFHRMOBEE, 200K
R otV MBEEHOEBRFHIE L 20 #EREFEHITAD
L, 3EROANREBEN L 257:0OR Y —TOLR
HRERY EHEIEEIERT S, —TF, FWMMIcBw
TiZ e FBRL R R o 1L Transformed B A5 i A3 AR &
HBOBERBROENZEEY L 2O \VWY, RA—7T048
BEAVNE <, YIREMmIC SRlAR L -ERIC SE N
BB L, RN EL RS L Bbhs.
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Acicular

ELI
44;:::::::::::: Standard

Aa (pm)

/- ELI
< Standard

Aa (upm)

8r (mm)

Or (mm)

Fig. 5. Schematic R-curves (6 vs. Aa) at 0°C and
—196°C for Standard and ELI specimens.

HF 594, CT kBl (B=10mm) # HWEMERET
Jr-Aa =7 &K, SREERDY (Aa< 1000 pm)D
&FERIKIS#MM X 0 RO rEmeC L 2L
PIZLTWVA.

—196°C DA, BHEMEICK S 2ENED SN EE
& ELIM T, 4 FOEFRTAMES X OERE
ik EhERROORZ W, L L, SR &
b ELI M CirIREmICHME S R/ FEL, BEMT
BB N2k, 2T OGEES, WEDHtE
WEFELDX, MHEAROEREIUIE SO
DEBbNA. 2F ), BEMOEE, —196°C Tidst
Kt o & ZLE RS & FRIAS KD, IR
Tl AR A AR L HBR AR EBIEL 2D &
Hbhn, ELI#MIZ —196°C THR I — 7D H LS
DIRDOLEAHIRK & 7w, REEMEERT I &5
PEEMICHE LR EI &L 27260 EZ LS.
PloitgEshsb Ry — 702 R K IC Fig. 5
WRT. riddbArAROEIREL (da) BT S
CODHICLVERENBHDTO, RA—TOMEH
BMEEL BT A %Y, ELI M odEv ks 8
fFans.

DL IIAREEOBERMOEILICIE, YIREHRIC
AT A E RN OERESE K E LEEL R
LTwatEbhs, 4HBEIINGDXHOREREN
(J, 6) BXUEHEN (RY—7) 0LV EMET—
FICHS EHERHEFEZ T LESNHLEEDR
5.

Bk IR E R MHORRICOVWTERET 5. il
AR X A MMM E o BAKE 2B, — oI IEE

J. W. Hurcainson'D 2SEHF LT A X 9 12, X R L X
DEENTMBICFET AMP ERICX2IENEFORK
A, £LThH—2ABHEREOMMIZ X AHEL AL
F-OLRIERTALOEEDNL., ThHDOERR
ZHERVIZSRORE L VW K.

5- #& B

6-4 A OWHMME, TME, WKERE & BREE
DR E RO T MR B,

1) 0°C oFiRMFE DR COD i (6,) &, 5HEE &
BITERERICHY, BENLERTHIEIL 0. KT T
B, LT, GE - SMEE, F e LR E
WA RE 2, F—5REE TR &35 SRR
KX DEIZE 6, 2R,

2) —196°C DRIKR T2, MBMEKIC L 2230 %
Y, THMEBOEVPRE LEE2RITL, BELCH
b6 ELI MO L7 EBEM I D bEICE 6, ¥R
7.

3) REEOMBEMMEIZIE, FEMNITICYRERIC
BT AR EBOGEIEFERGZHEL RIIT. HiC,
FERERCHMBEIEPERL, SO IEFMHERP T
Aan =R S CHERELHIES e D ERSHNIT S
h7z L, REBLEARERIRIIES I CEL VYR,
VB EIRT.

PLE, SR AR B KT T 5 A BRI O
HRE OV AHIESIME IC K X 2 8L KT &4
S0k SROBEMEEETE SO ERN S
HUFH T AL TH S ).
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