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ABSTRACT

. THE IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY OF JAPAN: A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT_
CONDITION WITH AN OUTLINE OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
by SUSUMU HATTORI Kogakuhakushi.

The Japanese people seem to have acquired knowledge of iron very early in their history,
for certain references are found in our ancient mythology In middle ages, the art of sword-
making reached such a stage of distinction as to win for the Japanese blades an international .
fame. Technical skill in the manufacture of iron also progressed as the metal became more

popular, and its utility extended to the making of farm implements, household utensils, helmets,

armour and other forms of armament:

In those remote days, the iron and steel makers were dependent on iron sand for their
raw material, which was found chiefly in the province of San-in and San-yo. Their practice of
smelting iron was very crude and primitive in method, going little beyond the stage of domestic
industry carried on in'little individual blacksmith shops. However, the Meiji Restoration marked -
the beginning of a new era in the iron and steel industry of Japan, as it did in ‘many other
phases of our national life, and iron for industrial purposes came into keen demand; this
situation gave birth to not a few enterprises in the iron and steel industry. First, blast furnaces
of modern- type were installed at Kamaishi, and Military and Naval Arsenals were constructed.
Smelting, forging and casting of iron on modern lines began to appear on many-sides.in. res--
ponse to the demand of the times, but the steel works were chiefly engaged in the making of
special steel of high order, and our production in commercial steel fell far short of requireme-
nts. It was not until the Imperlal Steel Works at Yawata had been brought into existence-
in 1897 that the situation was met more or less adequately The Yawata Steel Works have,
since the begmmng, been enlarged no less than 3 times, and we are now given to understand
that the annual output of steel products will be increased to one million tons beforelong.. )

The establishment of the Imperial Steel Works at Yawata was followed by the erection of
many private steel works throughout the country. At present, the entire demand of our’ country
for iron and steel may be estimated at 2,500,000 tons perfyear.

. In explaining our situation as regards the future of the industry which is in a vigorous state’ =

of growth, it will be well to describe the existing conditions of resources with reference to the
requisite raw materials, eSpemally Iron ore & coal, and the equlpment of the prmmpzu iron and'
steel works. v :
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In surveying the condition of iron sand smelting in Chugoku provinces and the history
of the steel works at Yawata and Kamaishi, a fa,lrly good idea may be formed of the course the
industry has followed in its developiment. .

In the last chapter the condition of research and educatmnal organs, as Well as the econo-
mic organization, of the iron and steel industry in Japan are described.
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